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WANDERING THE PROPERTY EVOKES A STROLL
THROUGH AN ANCIENT OLIVE GROVE.
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The ancient, gnarled olive
trees surround a garden
pond featuring delicate,
white marble fountains that
o eracool respite in an arid
landscape. The Moors were
masters of designing with
water, believing it was the
link between this world and
the heavens above.
opposite:The master bath
soaking tub, surrounded

by Carrara marble, faces a
private courtyard and garden
with an outdoor shower.
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dramatically to fit under highway overpasses, so here comes this
caravan of trucks up our street, with two huge trees per truck, and
they were lifted onto our lot by crane. Once they were planted, they
reminded me of a scene from The Lord of the Rings!” he adds, laughing.
While McCoy had always seen the possibilities of the gnarled stumps,
Colton admits that their growth into full- gured beauties taught him
anew brand of patience.

Built with purpose for these two homebodies, there are seven reading
areas or nooks throughout the house and property. Fragrant roses and
majestic date palms are scattered generously about, and one can nd a
secret garden residing alongside a raised plot for growing food. ("John
designed the garden that way, so | wouldn't hurt my back when I'm
picking tomatoes and fresh vegetables,” Colton says.) There is a guest
room and a casita. However, the emphasis here is not on entertaining,
but re ection and quality time, which are this couple’s credo.

Colton and McCoy both say the nal reveal after the house was com-
pleted was a day neither will forget, where the patterns, symmetry, and
perfect spaces all intersected, making their dream a reality. With their
love of India and its environs, it's no accident that Urdu, the sister lan-
guage to Hindi with its Persian and Arabic in uences, o ered them the
perfect name for their new home: Villa Arzoo. Heart’s desire, indeed.
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